










Sleeping beauty
[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1]Let’s know about Charles Perrault
Sleeping Beauty has been written by Charles Perrault. He was a French author who lived in the second half of the 16th century. His publication of Tales of Mother Goose marked the beginning of a new literary genre, the fairy tale. He was one of the first writers in European literature who turned his eyes towards folklore. Perrault was born in 1628 in a clerical bourgeois family. He received legal education and occupied high royal office. Perrault continues to mesmerize his readers till today with his engaging stories and amazing style. Here is a collection of 8 most famous stories of Perrault.
•	Puss in Boots
•	Cinderella
•	Little Red Riding Hood
•	Ricky of the Tuft
•	. Tom Thumb
•	Blue Beard
•	The Fairies
•	Sleeping Beauty
once upon a time, a king and queen were blessed with a lovely daughter and there was great rejoicing in the kingdom. The king gave a grand feast to celebrate the joyous occasion. The seven fairies of the kingdom were also invited to the feast. However, the king forgot to invite an old fairy.
When the feast had begun, the old fairy came to the palace. She said angrily, Doesnot
the little princess require my blessings?’ The king apologized for his mistake and said, T am so glad you had come. Please enjoy the feast?
Once everyone had eaten, the fairies began giving their blessings to the little princess. However, the youngest princess old fairy was up to some mischief. So she decided to give her blessings in the end. After six fairies had given their blessings, the old fairy stepped forward. She had a wicked look in her eyes as she said, ‘When the princess will turn fifteen years of age, she will prick her finger with a spindle and die.’ Hearing this, the queen cried out while those assembled were filled with horror. Meanwhile, the old fairy had gone out of the palace. Even the fairies were stunned by what the old fairy had said.
/
Many suggested that the king should go after the old fairy and plead with her to take back her curse. But the king and queen seemed rooted to the ground. While everyone including the king and queen were filled with grief, the youngest fairy stepped forward. She looked at
the princess and said, ‘I do not have the power to break the curse of the old fairy. However, I can change it. When the princess will prick her finger on the spindle, she will not die. Instead she will fall into a deep sleep that will last a hundred years. She will wake up with the kiss of a prince after a hundred years.’
 The youngest fairy’s blessing brought back j smiles on the faces of the king and the queen.
Soon, the feast ended. At once, the king had it proclaimed that every spindle in his kingdom
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should be destroyed or kept hidden. The king’s command was obeyed throughout the kingdom. In no time, not a single spindle remained in his kingdom.
Years passed by. The princess grew up to be a wise and beautiful young girl. Life seemed safe, for the king had ensured that all the spindles in his kingdom were destroyed. The wicked fairy’s curse was almost forgotten. But things were about to change. One day, when the king and queen had gone out for a stroll in the royal garden, little did they know that the old fairy’s curse was about to be fulfilled.
That day, the princess was wandering from one part of the palace to the other. It was then that she saw an old tower.
‘I wonder what I will find in that old tower,’ said the princess and went towards it.
Once there, she began climbing the old, rusty stairs of the tower. Near the top of the tower, she saw a little wooden door. Curious to know what was behind the door, the princess opened it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Behind the door in a small room sat an old woman spinning using a spindle. The princess had never seen a spindle. She did not even know what spinning was! Curious, she asked the old woman, ‘What are you doing, grandma?’ ‘I’m spinning, child,’ replied the old woman. ‘Can I spin too?’ asked the princess. ‘Of course,’ said the old woman.

But the moment the Princess touched the spindle, her finger got pricked. Immediately, the princess fell into a deep slumber. The old fairy’s
curse was at last fulfilled. In fact, the old woman
was none other than but the old fairy herself.
‘Now, no one will dare to insult me,’ said the old fairy and vanished in a puff of smoke.
Later, when the princess was found and could not be awakened, the king and queen saw the prick wound on her finger. They understood that the old fairy's curse had been fulfilled.

The good fairy meanwhile too had been informed. She then cast a gentle spell over the castle and everyone in the castle immediately fell asleep. Gradually over the years, creepers and thorns grew all over the palace and hid it from view. Only the highest tower of the palace remained visible.

As years passed by the story of a beautify princess sleeping in a palace hidden in the forest spread far and wide. Many princes found the palace and attempted to enter it but the thick undergrowth of creepers around the palace made it impossible for them to even go near the
Then many years later, a handsome prince came to hunt in the forest. He had come visiting that kingdom from a country far away and had
not heard about the sleeping princess. While on his hunt, he saw the high towers of the palace
from the distance surrounded by thorny bushes.
‘What are those towers in the middle of the forest?’ thought the prince curious. He asked his attendants about them but no one could tell him anything.
Filled with curiosity, the prince started, towards the towers, leaving his attendants behind.

On his way,the prince met an old man.Thinking that the man may help him,he asked,”sir what are those towers coming out of those creepers?”
 ‘It seems as if you, sir, are not from here. Those towers are the highest towers of a magnificent palace. According to a legend, a beautiful princess has been sleeping there for the last hundred years due to a witch’s curse,’ said the old man. ‘It is said that she will wake up only with a prince's kiss.
Many princes have tried over the years to reach the palace but no one has been successful in their attempt.
Hearing this, the prince said, ‘Then, I will too try my luck.’
The prince then thanked the old man and went towards the palace. It so happened that the hundred cursed years had ended just as the
prince made his way to the hidden palace. No sooner had the prince neared the palace that the creepers which hid the way to the palace parted and made way for him to pass.
Filled with wonder, the prince towards the palace and soon entered it. way, he saw courtiers, soldiers and servant’s in the corridors fast asleep. At last, he reached the chamber where the princess was fast asleep? Never had the prince seen a maiden so beautify He fell in love with the princess immediately He, next moment, bent down and kissed the princess. Immediately, the curse was broken and the princess woke up from her deep sleep
The princess was astonished to see the prince. Meanwhile no sooner had the princess woken up that everyone in the palace had woken up too. Everyone was confused to find themselves asleep in the corridors, chairs, in the middle of a task and even on the stairs. The princess had by now recovered herself and realised that the curse had ended.
it was then that the prince asked princess  to marry him. The princess bashfully agreed to the proposal.
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Just then, the king and queen entered the princess’ room. They were so happy to see each other. A few days later, the princess was married to the prince. Of course all the seven fairies were called for the wedding. As for the old fairy, she
 had died so she wasn’t there.

