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[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1]Let’s know about Folk Tales
The story The Hidden Hunter forms a part of the large body of stories called folk tales. Folk tales’ stories that emerge out of the lives and imaginations of the people of a particular state or country. They are passed on from one person to another or from one generation to another by word of mouth. These
tales were not written down, but have existed only in the memory of man. Folk tales often explain
something that happens in nature or convey a certain
truth about life.
 Long time ago, in a village by a lake there lived a great hunter who was invisible. He was I called  the ‘Hidden One’. Everyone knew that
Any young woman, who would manage to see him, would become his bride.
Many young women kept visiting his cottage at the far end of the village in the hope of seeing him. Each of them was tested by the hunter’s sister, who was called the ‘Patient One’. But years had passed and none of the young girl


of the nearby villages had succeeded in seeing the visible hunter. But as years rolled by, the efforts to see the hidden hunter did not stop
 
In the village where the invisible hunter lived, stayed two sisters with their father. Their mother had died when they were young. The younger sister had a good heart while the elder
 One was jealous and cruel. Whenever their father went out for work, the elder sister would torture the younger one by burning her arms and face with glowing sticks from the fireplace. This went on for months altogether.
[bookmark: bookmark2][bookmark: bookmark3][bookmark: bookmark4][bookmark: bookmark5]Each time, the elder sister would threaten her sibling saying, ‘Don’t you dare tell father or next time it will be worse!’
The poor father kept think that her 
younger daughter was clumsy and kept burning herself.Whenever he told his younger daughter to be careful ,she merely bit her lips for she could not tell her father the truth.

Time passed by. The father never  to know about the truth behind his younger daughter’s scars. After a while, the
Younger daughter had so many scars on her body
 that she was called ‘Little Scarface’. She also lost h long braids as her sister burnt them off. She now looked ugly and nobody looked at her.
Whenever, Little Scarface sewed clothes for herself, her elder sister took them from her saying, ‘You will not wear any good clothes or proper shoes! I am made for all such good things.’ Poor girl could do nothing to stop her sister.
And so, the younger sister had to go wearing rags and  remain barefoot and she had no shoes to wear either.	’
One day, the elder sister put on her clothes and elaborately made her hair. When she was thus dressed, she went to Little Scarface and said, ‘Do you know where I’m going?’
‘No,’ said Little Scarface.
‘I’m going to the cottage of the Hidden Hunter. It is he who I will marry. Of course that’s something you can never dream of?
Little Scarface bowed her head sadly and said nothing. After a while, the elder sister went to the house of the Hidden Hunter. Once there, she was greeted by the sister of the hunter.
You are welcome young lady,said the patient one.My brother will return soon from hunting.Come and help me prepare the evening meal.

The two women worked for a while in the kitchen. When it was time for sunset, the Patient One led the young woman to the shore of the lake.
‘There, my brother comes,’ said the Patient One, pointing to the shore. ‘Do you see him?’
The young woman could see no one but she decided not to tell the truth. So, she said, ‘Of course. There he is!’
The Patient One narrowed her eyes and asked,‘And what is his shoulder strap?’
‘A strip of rawhide,’ said the young woman, thinking it to be a safe guess.
Hearing this  The Patient One frowned.‘Let us return to the cottage,' she said simply .
On the returning to the house of the hidden Hunter,the patient one and the young women made the remaining meal.
  
	
Suddenly, a deep voice said ,Hello, dear sister!
The young woman jumped in surprise. She stared at the entrance but saw no one.
Greetings, brother,’ said the Patient One.
As the young woman watched with wide eyes, a shoe appeared on the floor followed by another. Moments later, bits of food rose in the air and vanished into an invisible mouth. The young woman turned to the Patient One.
‘When will our wedding take place?’ she asked unabashed.
‘What wedding are you talking of? Do you think my brother would marry a liar and a fool?’ said the Patient One, angrily. The young woman knew her lie was caught and ran back home crying.
The young woman spent the next day in bed, weeping. In the afternoon, Little Scarface came to her. 
‘HOW DARE YOU!’ screamed her sister. ‘DO YOU THINK THAT YOU CAN DO WHAT I COULDN’T? Even if you saw him, do you think he’d marry a horrible looking creature like you?’
Saying this, she again started crying. Then, Little Scarface went to her sister and said, ‘No matter what you say, I will go to visit the Hidden Hunter.' Her sister was left stunned hearing this.
Without wasting another moment, Little Scarface went to her father’s chest and took out an old pair of shoes. Though the shoes were too big for her, she put them on her small feet. Then, she went out of the house and went to meet the Patient One in her cottage.
As Little Scarface walked through the village, the villagers made fun of her.
‘Hey, Little Scarface, aren’t those shoes too big for you?’ called out a young man.
A young woman shouted, ‘I think she is going to visit the Hidden Hunter. Little
[bookmark: _GoBack]Scarface, did you burn yourself and cut off your hair to look pretty for him?’
Little Scarface ignored all their taunts and laughter and walked on till she reached the cottage of the Hidden Hunter at the end of the village.
When Little Scarface reached the cottage of the Hidden Hunter, she met his sister. The Patient One was surprised to see the young girl but she politely said, ‘You are welcome. Come inside and help me with the evening meal.’ 
Little Scar face, without any hesitation, helped the Patient One in preparing the evening meal. Soon, the evening meal was prepared. As she alwavs did, the Patient One took Little Scarface to the lake at sunset just like she had done with her elder sister. 
‘There, my brother comes,’ the Patient One told Little Scarface happily. ‘Do you see him?’
Little Scarface gazed hard along the shore.
‘I’m not sure . . .
But the next moment Little Scarface’s eyes lit up.
‘Yes, I see him! How can somebody be so wonderful?’ she said amazed.
The Patient One looked at her filled with curiosity.
I
‘What is his shoulder strap?’
‘His shoulder strap is . . . the rainbow!’
The Patient One’s eyes grew wide.
‘And his bowstring?’
‘His bowstring is the Milky Way!’
The Patient One smiled this time. ‘Let us return to the cottage,’ she said.
When they reached the cottage, the Patient One washed Little Scarface with some magical water. The young woman’s scars disappeared leaving her skin shining and smooth. Then, she combed the young woman’s hair with a magical comb which made her hair grow quickly to her waist. Then she took out a beautiful wedding gown for Little Scarface. 
The moment Little Scarface had put on the gown, a deep voice said, Good evening, my dear sister.’
Little Scarface turned and saw the magnificent young hunter. As their eyes met, t she saw the surprise in his eyes.
‘Good evening, my brother. You are discovered at last!’ said the Patient One, smiling.
The Hidden Hunter walked over to Little Scarface and took her hands.
‘For years I have waited for a woman of pure heart and brave spirit. Only such a woman could see me. And now, I have found my bride.’
And so they were married. Now, Little Scarface had a new name—the Lovely One.
Let's Recall
1.	Who was invisible?
2.	What was the name of his sister?
3.	How did the elder sister torture her younger sister?
4.	Why did the Patient One refuse to let the elder sister marry his brother?
5.	What was the invisible hunter’s shoulder strap?
6.	What was the Hidden Hunter’s bowstring made of?
7.	Whom did the Hidden Hunter marry? Why?

